
ELAC – Eastleigh Local Area Committee Tuesday 17 March 2020.

Application No: A/20/87179
Case Officer: Clare Martin
Received Date: Thursday 16 January 2020
Site Address: THE POINT, LEIGH ROAD, EASTLEIGH, SO50 9DE
Applicant: Sacha Lee
Proposal: Consent to display a public artwork.

Recommendation Consent

CONDITIONS AND REASONS

1 The development hereby permitted shall be implemented in accordance 
with the following plans numbered: 01, 02, 03, 04, 05 & 06
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper 
planning.

2 This consent is for five years from the date of this decision and is subject 
to the five standard conditions set out in the Regulations.
a) No advertisement to be displayed without the permission of the owner 
of the site (this includes land or buildings where the advertisement is 
displayed), or any other person with an interest in the site entitled to give 
permission.
b) The siting or display of an advertisement is prohibited if it endangers 
anyone using any highway, railway, waterway, dock, harbour or 
aerodrome (civil or military), or would obscure or hinder the ready 
interpretation of any traffic sign, railway sign or aid to navigation by water 
or air. It also prohibits the siting or display of an advertisement that would 
hinder the operation of any device used for the purpose of security or 
surveillance (such as closed circuit television cameras), or for measuring 
the speed of any vehicles (speed cameras or other speeding measuring 
devices. 
c) The advertisement and any land or building used for the purpose of its 
display to be maintained in a reasonably clean and tidy condition so that it 
does not impact the visual amenity of the site.
d) Any structure or hoarding used for the display of advertisements to be 
maintained in a safe condition that does not endanger the public.
e) Following the removal of advertisement the site shall be left in a 
condition that does not endanger the public and in a reasonably clean and 
tidy condition so that it does not impact the site's visual amenity.
Reason: To comply with the advertisement regulations.

3 The illumination of the consented art work shall be no greater than 600 
candela per square metres and no light source shall be visible from the 
highway.
Reason: In the interests of highway safety.



Note to Applicant: In accordance with paragraph 38 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (February 2019), Eastleigh Borough Council 
takes a positive approach to the handling of development proposals so as 
to achieve, whenever possible, a positive outcome and to ensure all 
proposals are dealt with in a timely manner.

Note to Applicant: The art work will be mounted on a locally listed building, 
which is recognised for its architectural, historical and amenity value at a 
local level. As such it is requested that the art works is secured using 
methods that avoid or minimise any damage to the brick work and if 
fixings are required these should be directly into the mortar. 

Report:

This application has been referred to Committee as it is an Eastleigh Borough 
Council scheme.  

Description of Application

1. The application is for consent to display a public artwork which will be 
mounted on the western wall of the point building. The artwork consists of 
20mm steel discs covering an area of 2.66m and spelling out the word you 
in dark lettering with a light background. 

Site and its Surroundings

2. The site is used by the point as a theatre and arts venue. The site has a 
small number of signs predominantly at the Points main Leigh Road 
entrance with some secondary signage facing Romsey. The building itself 
is of high historical and architectural importance and is a locally listed 
building.

3. The site is a key building at the entrance to Eastleigh Town Centre siting 
between Romsey Road and the recreation ground. The surrounding 
buildings are predominantly commercial with some nearby community uses 
and contain a mixture of signage.  There is also further public art and 
community structures within the recreation ground.  

Relevant Planning History

 A/08/61987 - Display of 1 no banner sign – Consent (2008)

 A/04/52797 - Display of two banners at first floor level – Consent (2004)

Representations Received

4. None



Consultation Responses

5. Highways Officer (HCC) – No objection, subject to a condition limiting 
the illumination to no more than 600 candela per metres square and no 
light source being visible from the highway. 

6. Built Heritage Consultant – No objection

7.  The Point or Former Town Hall is classed as a Heritage Asset in that it is 
Locally Listed by virtue of being authentic, substantially unaltered and 
retaining the majority of it’s original features. It has local significance from 
both an architectural and historical perspective by being a good example of 
the local civic building style with detail and craftsmanship to match from a 
time of economic and social significance for the town.

8. As an arts centre it is largely reliant on public attendance and involvement 
for income and funding and thereby the health of this asset. Attraction of 
prospective audiences of all ages is a continual issue I imagine, so 
something of this nature will assist and be an interesting work of art work in 
its own right.

9. The piece of artwork is to be fixed to the west side elevation and is very 
slim so will not detract from the main frontage and the adjacent projecting 
brick chimney breast will still stand proud ameliorating it’s presence from 
the building’s perspective particularly when seen from the west.

10.Given that this permission is only temporary, the fixings need not cause 
irreparable damage to the building fabric or the item be obvious from the 
front elevation of the building and will assist in bringing in income to sustain 
the building, therefore no objection is raised.

11.Policy Context:  Designation Applicable to Site

 Within Built-up Area Boundary
 Within Eastleigh Town Centre 
 Locally Listed Building

Development Plan Saved Policies and Emerging Local Plan Policies

 Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review 2001-2011 saved Policies: 
59.BE, 67.BE, 125.TC & 175.LB.

 The Submitted Eastleigh Borough Local Plan (2016-2036) Policies: 
DM1, DM12 & E3.
The Local Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State on 31st October 
2018 and the examination hearing has taken place. Given the status of 
the submitted plan it is considered that moderate weight can be 
attributed to it.

 The Eastleigh Borough Local Plan (2011-2029)



The Local Plan was submitted for examination in July 2014, but the 
plan was found unsound. As such the plan has extremely limited weight 
in the determination of this application.

National Planning Policy Framework

12.At a national level, The National Planning Policy Framework 2019 (the 
‘NPPF’ or the ‘Framework’) is a material consideration of significant weight 
in the determination of planning applications. The Planning Practice 
Guidance provides additional guidance in support of the Framework and 
should be afforded weight in the consideration of planning applications.

National Planning Practice Guidance 

13.Where material, this guidance should be afforded weight in the 
consideration of planning applications. 

Assessment of Proposal: Development Plan and / or Legislative 
Background

14.Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states:-
"If regard is to be had to the development plan for the purpose of any 
determination to be made under the planning Acts the determination must 
be made in accordance with the plan unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise."

15.Regulation 3 (1)(2)(3) (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisement) Regulations 2007 states:-

16."A local planning authority shall exercise their powers under these 
Regulations only in the interests of amenity and public safety, taking 
account of any material factors, and in particular:

(a) In the case of amenity, the general characteristics of the locality, 
including the presence of any feature of historic, architectural, 
cultural or similar interest, disregarding, if they think fit, any 
advertisement being displayed there;

(b) In the case of public safety:
(i) The safety of any person who may use any road, railway, 
waterway, dock, harbour or aerodrome;
(ii) Whether any display of advertisements is likely to obscure, or 
hinder the ready interpretation of, any road traffic sign, railway 
signal or aid to navigation by water or air.

17. In determining an application for consent for the display of advertisements, 
or considering whether to make an order revoking or modifying a consent, 
the local planning authority may have regard to any material change in 
circumstances likely to occur within the period for which the consent is 
required or granted.”



18.The site is within the urban edge where the principle of development is 
acceptable, subject to consideration of the detailed matters. Policy 125.TC 
provides general support for appropriate public art within Eastleigh Town 
Centre in order to create a high quality built environment. 

19.The art work will be attached to the building and so is being applied for 
under an advertisement consent. This means that the assessment can only 
consider the proposals impact on visual amenity and public safety, as set 
out within the following policies.  

20.Policy 59.BE of the Local Plan requires development to take full and 
proper account of the context of the site including the character and 
appearance of the locality and be appropriate in mass, scale, materials, 
layout, design and siting (applicable elements).

21.Policy 67.BE of the local plan states that consent will be granted for the 
display of a hoarding, sign or advertisement providing it does not detract 
from the character of the locality and it is appropriate to its surroundings in 
terms of design, size, materials, colour, positioning and the extent of 
existing signage and the amount of illumination does not detract from the 
character of the locality or pose a risk to public safety.

Proposal

22.The proposed art work spells out the word YOU and has been chosen to 
highlight the points new strapline Moving You. The art work is part of the 
wider project to refurbish the building’s internal spaces and has been 
secured through a grant from the Arts Council. The aim behind the project 
is to raise the profile of the point as an arts and leisure venue and attract a 
broader range of people. 

Visual Amenity

23.The art work consists of 4,641 suspended steel discs with the word YOU in 
a darker colour with a lighter background. The discs will be able to flutter in 
the wind creating movement and attracting attention of passers by. These 
types of discs have been used to clad the Debenham’s building in Oxford 
Street. The art work has been designed as a statement piece to draw 
attention and create interest in the use of the building.  

24.The art work measures 0.95m(wide) by 2.8m(high) and will be mounted on 
the top section of the wall lining up with edge of the building. The size of 
the art work is large in comparison to the wall area, although it is 
recognised that as a piece of art work it is supposed to stand out from the 
building.  

25.The proposal will be mounted on the western corner of the building and its 
siting has been chosen to directly replace the two mermaids previously 



mounted to the wall. However, in this position some of the art work’s 
impact is lost as views from Romsey Road will be partially obscured by 
signage and traffic lights at the junction and by trees and other street 
furniture.  

26.Overall, it is considered that the public art work will add to the appearance 
of the building and its surroundings that form the western entrance to 
Eastleigh Town Centre. In this regards the proposal accords with Policies 
59.BE & 67.BE of the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan and is supported by 
the Built Heritage Consultant. 

Public Safety

27.The art work is not considered to pose a risk to public safety. The proposal 
will be lit by an existing spot light mounted in the ground and will not 
obscure any public safety equipment (such as CCTV). Although the art 
work faces onto Leigh Road junction no objection has been raised by the 
County Highway Officer, subject to conditions. As such the proposal 
accords with Policy 67.BE of the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan. 

Locally Listed Building

28.The art work will be attached to the external wall of a locally listed building, 
which is recognised for its architectural, historical and amenity value at a 
local level. While the advertisement consent does not allow consideration 
of the locally listed building, a note will be put on the decision notice to 
request that the art work uses fixing methods that avoid or minimise any 
damage to the brick work. 

Conclusion

29.The art work is recommended for consent.  




